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time, have aeroplanes providing for trans-
port and they will need landing grounds,
not roads. As a motorist, I claim that the
motoring fraternity is entitled to greater
consideration because, from that section, a
great part of the motney applied to road
construction is derived. in return for the
taxation that motorists pay, they are cer-
tainl 'v entitled to good roads. When I men-
tion that duringo the recent torrential rains
that fell in the space of a few days, no
fewer than 52 ears were hogged on that
road, members will realise that I did not
undertake the journey by motor with any
feeling of pleasure. In fact, I felt rather
perturbed about it. The statement has been
miade that although1 C900,000 has been ex-
penided on main roads, another three years
will elapse before the bitumen surfacing is
extended from Merredin to Southern Cross.
Tit my opinion, some of the unemployed
could, With advantage, he engzaged in order
to expedite that waor-. We hove been told
that a million of mnoney Will he required, aind
I certainly hope that the next £900,000
mande available will he spent on that road.

I should feel that I was lacking in my
duty if I failed to mention the continued
prevalence of unemployment in this State.
At present I understand there are over
6.0(K0 on swstenance in W(-estcrn Australia , I
nippreciate what the Government hias &one
for the married men, but much mnore could
be done for the single ina. In the metropo-
litan area, single men are provided with
ra tions, hut for single men on the goldfields,
the Government is not disposed to provide
raitions. Presumably the goldfields are con-
sidered to be so prosperous as, to mnake that
plovisitin uiinece~saryv perhaps it is, con-
sidered that peolple ean pic-k up gold in
tile 4trcets. T nin tircared to admit
that the present Government has done more
for the uinemrployed than) has any other Gov-
ernment. Yet unemnployment is a problem
that mast still he faced until we suceeda in
eliminating iL.

In conclusion, T express the wish that the
various industries of the State will e'peri-
ence a very' successful year. Recently all
of us have been onl our toes, as the saying
goes, lest the crops should suiffer through
lack of rain. From that point of view, I
felt very pleased that my car became bog-
god two or three times on the journey to
the goldfields, because T realised that the

farming areas had received] bountiful rains
of which they were in such urgent need. I
hope that the gold-inininw' , dairying, farm-
ing, pastoral, timber and other industries
will enjoy a season of unprecedented pros-
perity during the coiuing year. I have plea-
sure in moving the motion.

RON. C. B. WILLIIAMS (South) [3.571:
I formally second the motion.

On motion by 'Ron. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3 58 p.m.
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MEETING OP THE ASSEMBLY.
The Legislative Assembly met at noon,

l)Lrsnanit to Proelamation by His Excellency
the Lieut.-O overnor, which Proclamation
wasi read by the Clerk (M1r. F. G. Steere).

MESSAGE-OPENING BY COM-
MISSIONER.

A Me-ssage from His Excellency's Com-
missioner requnested thle attendance of mem-
hers of the Legislative Assembly in the
Legislative Council Chamber. Hot). mem-
hers, havig acc-ordingly proceeded to that
Chamber and heard thle Commnission read,
returned to the Assembly Chamber.
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SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour Mir, Justice Dwyer, having
been commissioned by the Lieut. -Oovernor,
appeared in the Assembly Chamber to
administer to members the oath of alleg-iance
to His Majesty the King&.

The Clerk announced returns to writs for
the election of members for the districts of
Hannans, Leederville (Ministerial re-elec-
tion) and Sussex, showing that Air. fl. J.
Leahy, the Ron. A. H. Panton and Mr. W.
H. F. Willmott respectively had been
elected.

The three new members took and sub-
scribed the oath and signed the rol,

ELECTION oF SPEAKER.
The Clerk read the following letter (dated

24th March, 1038) from the Hon. A. H.
Pantoni:

Having this day been appointed to the
Ministry, I hereby tender my resignation as
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

In doing so, may I be permitted to acknow-
ledge the kindly courtesy which was so gene-
rously extended to ine by leaders and members
of the House, and also to acknowledge may
appreciation of the help of yourself and Mr.
Isli p.

These kindnesses tinge witht sincere regret
my resignation.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Ji. C. Wilicock-
Gleraldton) [12.24]: The House being duly
constituted, I now move-

That the Hon. W. D. Johnson do take the
Chair of this House as Speaker.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) : I second
the motion.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON(fildod i-
land) :I thank hon. members for the nomni-
nation. I am fully appreciative of the
honour proposed to be conferred on me, and
submit myself to the will of the House.

The SPEAKER-ELECT, having been
conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder of the motiop said: Before actually
Occupying the Speaker's Choir nity I ex-
p~ress my appreciation to members of the
very high honour they have conferred upon
rue. I thank them sincerely for their
unanimous expression of confidence and
goodwill, and hope I shall be able to retain
that confidence and goodwill during the
period that I shall have the pleasure of
occupying the position of Mr. Speaker.

Again I sincerely thank all members for the
hiigli complliment they have conferred upon
me.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wilicock-
Geraldton) [12.22]: 1 desire on behalf of
the House to offer to you, Sir, our must sin-
eVCe and cordial congratulations upon your
election a-4 Speaker of this House. As you
hav-c said, it is a high and dignified office.
Those who have known you for many years
have no doubt concerning your capacity and
ability to fill the position with impartiality,
and inl every way to do credit both to your-
self and the House. I think you were first
elected to Parliament in 1901, about 37
years ago, and with the exception of a corn-
paratively small break, you have been A
member of this Chamber ever since. Dur-
ing that time through your experience and
knowledge, and through the manner in -which
you herve uonducted yourself in this House,
-is we-Il as through the close study you have
given to the Standing Orders, and yoer ex-
pressed desire to conformn to all the pre-
cedents and dignities of the House, I think
I can say that every member of this Chant-
her will ag-ree that now you have been
elected to your high and dignified offie,
we can with confidence submit to any ruling
you may give, knowing that behind it will be
that impartiality which you have ever showrn
durinig your long and honourable career as
a mt-In her of the Legislative Assembly. On
behalf' of the House, again let me offer you
my most sincere congratulations upon your
cICetioil to lpte honiourable office of Speaker.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) 112.271:
1 should like to add a few wrords
to the remarks of the Premier. I was
not aware, Sir, that you had for so
long bven a member of the House. I was
tbinking, uhen the Premier was speaking,
that ;IJI had almnost qualified for a pension,
but T hopew that that is not the ease and that
you will king- he spared to represent the
people as a member of this Chamber. I
assure v ou it is with great pleasure that I
see youi in y-our present position. I have
known you for many years, longer indeed
than [ have been a member of this House,
and as mnember for York and Leader of the
Opposition, I have always regarded your
views as being- fair and reasonable. On a
former Occasion I expressed the desire that
thisq Pnrlianwint might emulate the example

12
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of the lImperial Parliament by appointing
the Speaker for as long as hie liked to re-
main in that office.

Mr. SPEAKER : Hear, hear!
Hon. C. C. LATHAM: But my* advice

wats not accepted by thle gentleman, to whose
post you have succeeded. While I suppose
the high positioii you now occupy is a gift
of politics., I will not at the present mlomnent
suggest that course, hut shall express my
desire that you may he permitted to occupy
your post subject to the will of time people
whom you represent.

Mr. Cross: There is no doubt about that.
H-on. C, Or. LATHAM- I know we shall

receive from von that fair treatment that
has been mected. out to members by your
predecessors in thle office of Speaker.

Mr. Raphael: We might make you the
pervinnent Leader of the Opposition.

H~on. C. G. LATH-AM: There may be
times when we wvill not agree with your de-
cisions, but, of course, the decisions of even
the highest authorities may be questioned.
I hope your occupancy of the Chair will he
pleasant and we, who sit onl the Opposition
side of thle House, will give you as little
trouble as possible. I congratulate you,
Mr. Speaker, upon being the elect of this
House to the high and hionourable position
you now occupy.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [12.33]:-
On behalf of those who are associated wit]]
mep on thle Opposition cross-beniches, I de-
sire to tender to you, Air. Speaker, our
congratulations upon your appointment to
your high position and to endorse the re-
marks of the Premier and thle Leader of the
Opposition. We have every confidence in
the wisdomi and impartiality with which
you will administer tile functions of your
honourale office, and we shall render you
every support in our power.

MR. SPEAKER [12.341: I sincerely
thank thle Premier, thle Leader of the Oppo-
sition and the Leader of the Nationalist
Party for their very kind expressions of
congratulation andi encourag-ement. I quite,
appreciate that thle interjetion of mine just
now represented the lnst opportunity I shall
have for some time for tle expression of may
selfish views. I am quite appreciative also
of the fact that I illst noiv try to forget

all I thought I knew of the rules of the
House and the Standing Orders and shall
have to study them with a more impartial
attitude, so that I may endeavour to under-
stand them more correctly to the end that
I may faithfully interpret and administer
them so that even justice shall be meted out
to all members. 'Natuirally, the success of a
Speaker in the Chair is quite impossible
without thle co-operation of all mnembers.
The nieasure of support, by members in the
observance of the Standing Orders will de-
termnine whether this House, during miy term
as Speaker, will maintain the high reputa-
tionl it hlas eDar-ned] throughout thle Common-
wealth as being a Parliament of good temper
and good conduct. The Western Australian
Parliament has, 1 knowv, long- been regarded
throughout Australia as a Parliament the
members of which do endeavour to uphold
the traditions of thle Mlother or Parliaments.
a Pairliament of great influence and one(, held
ill high respect. I refer to the British House
of Commons. If members and 1, as Speaker,
will continue in our deteruination to ensure
that thle example set us by the Mlother of
Parliaments is still followed, I will leave the
Chair wit]] considerable satisfaction to nmv-
iself and you, as members of this House,
will have more respect for me mid for Par-
iaMenlt itself becaulse Of thle Manner inl Which
the procedings. had been conducted. I appre-
cialte, Of coILmsc, that it is essential that I fie
impartial Andi mlete out even justice to al
members. I shall endeavour to do that. hi
the past I know I have been a party man.
I have viewed the Standing Orders from the
aspect which I desired to convne the
Speaker was correct. That is past. I am
now the servant of this House and the will
of this I-ouse is the direction that I must
follow. I thank lion. members again most
siincerely for the honour they have conferred
u1pon Inc, I shall endeavour to fulfil mly
duties impartially, and I hope that when
may term of office concludes, I shall receive
the congratulations of all sections of thle
House upon the impartiality and even-
handed justice that I extended to all.

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER
ELECT.

THE PREMIER (H~on,. J. C. Willeock-
Geraldtoa) [12.361 : 1 desire to announce
that His Excellency thle Lieutenant-Governor
will now be pleatsed to receive the Speaker

13
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and such hon. ineiniers as desire to accom-
pany him,

Sitting suspended from 12.37 to 1,8 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER: I desire to informn the
House that I have waited upon His Excsel-
lency the Lieut.-Oovernor and have re-
ceived from his hand Clhe following:-

The Hon. the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly,-

It is with much pleasure that I learn that
you have been elected by the members of the
Legislative Assembhly to the high and Ihonour-
able office of Speaker of that House. I have
every confidence that you will filt the office in
a worthy and dignified mnanner. (Signed)
James Mitchell, Lieut.-Oovernor.

I have also received a Commission from
His Excellency authorising mec to adminis-
ter to members of the Legislative Assembly
the prescribed oath or affirmation.

Sitting suspended frow iJO to 2.55 p.m.

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-
GOVERNOR.

Mr. Speaker and lion, members, in reply
to summons, proceeded to the Legislative
Council and, having heard His Excellency
deliver the Opening Speech (vide Council
report ante) returned to the Legislative As-
semhbly Chamber.

(The Speaker took the Ch6air.]

BILL - GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL INSTITUTE
(TRUST PROPERTY DISPOSITION).
THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wilecock-

Geraldton) [3.31]: In order to assert aind
maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of this Rouse to initiate legislattion,
I move, without notice, for leave to intro-
duce a Bill entitled "The Geraldton Sailors
and Soldiers' M~emorial Institute (Trust
Property Disposition) Bill.'t

Leave given;- Hill introduced, and] read
a first time.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, COLLIE
COAL

Hon. C. G. LATHAM (,without notice)
asked the Minister for Railways: Will thec
Minister lay on the Table of the House the

, -greemient endIered into between the Cowt-
missioner of Railways and the Collie coal-
mining companies for the supply of coal
to the several undertakings under his eon-
trol

The Mi11NISTERf FOR RAILW11AYS re-
plied: yes.

QUESTION-BETTING.

Police Action oil Raeecourxses.

11r. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the M1inister representing the 'Minis-
ter for Police: Can the Miinister
give this House an assurance that the Com-
mnissioner of Police will be requested to
detail at sqLuad of police to raid the book-
makers operating on raceconrses within the
metropolitan area in the same way as they
raid starting price bettors in shops, in
order that the law shall be strictly enforced
equitably and in fairness and justice to
all?

The MINYISTER FOR WORKS (for thle
Minister for Police) replied: On the spur
of the moment, I can give no such assur-
ance on behalf of the M-inister for Police.

QUESTION-HEATECOTE MENTAL
HOME.

Dr. l11ebstctrs Position.

M\r. I-tU(1HES (without notice) asked
the Premier: A, it a fact that Dr. Webster
is to he transferred from dunty at the Heath-
cote Mental Home?

The PREIIIER replied:. I do not know
whether or not it is a fact. That is a mat-
ter entirely for the Public Service Commnis-
sioner and the department concerned, and
they will take whatever action is deemned
lt.

LIEUT. -GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

Mfr. SPEAKER: In company with hon.
members of this Chamber, I attended in the
Legislative Council Chamber to hear the
Speech which His Excellency was pleased to
deliver to both Houses of Parliament. For
greater accuracy I have bad printed copies
of the Speech distributed amongst mnembers
of this Chamber.

14
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ADDRESS -IN-REPLY.

First Day,

MR. LEAHY (Hannans) [3.40]3: I
move--

That the following Address he presented to
His Excellency in reply to the Speech he has
been pleased to deliver to Parliamnt:-"May
it please Your Excellency: We, the members of
the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of
time State of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our- loyalty to our
most gracious S6overeign, amid to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you have been
pleased to deliv-er to Parliament.''

At the outset, I desire to take this oppor-
tuitiy to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on
your election to the honourable and respon-
sible position ot~ Speaker. I feel quite con-
hident that you will carry out your duties
wvith credit to yourself and to thme age-old
traditions of your high post. I wish also to
congratulate thr Hon. A. H. Panton on his
elevation to portflioed rank ais Mlinister
for Mlines and Health. I can assure hon.
members that the new Minister occupies
quite a responsible position, end he will find
much hard work ahead of him, particularly
in dealing wvith mining questions. Through-
out the State to-day mining problems are
amongst the most important that require
attention. I feel sure that, big, strong and
healthy as the Mlinister is, he will find it
necessary to work overtime to keep up with
his duties. As Minister for Health he will
find himself confronted by many obstacles
with which he wvill have to grapple. I sup-
pose he will overcome them in the same way
as he has successfully dealt with other mat-
ters during the course of his political career.
I wish to refer also to the passing of men
prominent in Parliament and in other
spheres of public effort in Western Austra-
lia. I particularly allude, with extreme re-
gret, to the death of the Hon. S. W. Mulnsie,
late MIinister for Mines and Health. I sup-
pose that, throughout the State, very few
men will be so sadly missed. Throughout
the whole of his career as Minister for
Mlines, he carried out his duties in a manner
certainly not bettered by any other occupant
of that office. His services were most valu-
able to the mining industry because of his
first-hand knowledge of its ramifications.
He had had practical experience of it in all
its phases, and he realised just what the
miners had to put up with. Furthermore,
be appreciated the possibilities of the min-

ing induistry. It will be remembered that
the advent of the depression resulted in the
minling industry being hit very bard indeed.
As a matter of fact, some of the most im-
portant mines were on the point of closing
down. Investors throughout the world, who
had made a special study of mining invest-
ments, were more than dubious about the
prospects of the industry, and the history
of goidmining in Western Australia shows
that at that particular time no one would
invest a single penny in mining ventures here.
[t looked quite a forlorn hope for some of
our hig producers on the eastern goldffields
particularir, but Mr. Mutnsie, backed by a
symnpathetic Government, wvent to their
assistance in many ways, not only by guar-
anteeing cash for developmental and other
I)Irposes. but by assisting them in every
way Possible, with the result that gold min-
ing in Western Australia to-day is flourish-
ing-. Within the last few years I suppose
that 18 or 20 shows have closyed down and
that appenrs to be quite a serious position,
and is,. indeed, a serious position. Yet it
is not so serious as it mighlt have been when
one realisem the number of big properties
that were assisted by the Labour Govern-
mnent through the cnonsense, honesty of
purpose and desire of the latec Mr. Munsie
to lift the mining industry into a flourishing
condition in this State. Air. Munsie knew
very well that if some of those big pro-
perties closed down at that particular time
the State would have been in a very had
way indeed. Only those people who think
for a little while and realise just what min-
ing has done for Western Australia, can
possibly imagine the disaster that would
have overtaken the State had those big pro-
pce-tics been allowed to close down at that
particular juncture. To-day, althongh as I
say, several mines have closed down, our
big producers are in a very fine position.
In 1934 we thought that from a mining
point of view we were almost perfect in
the treatment of ores and in reducing costs.
A student of mining economics would say
that at that particular period we had got as
low as we possibly could in the way of treat-
ment cost per ton, but we find that to-day
we have reduced the cost consideratbly, we
are paying bigger dividends and we are dig-
ging out more gold per man at work in the
industry than ever before in the history of
the State. The Government also went to
the assistance of Wiluna, another 'big field,
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by providing, financial help for a railway.
The Big Bell mnine was also assisted and
Norsem-an, one of the mlost prominent mini-
ing camups outside of Wiluna and Kal-
goorlie at the present day, was given a water
supply by the Government that I can assure
members hats proved of considerable bene-
fit. Before that water supply was provided,
the town did not look at all prosperous. The
big mining companies at that juncture were
seriously thinking of shutting down for a
portion of the year because of the lack of
water. The Labour Government, after fully
investigating the circumstances and seeing
the possibilities ahead of the field, tapped
the goldfieldfs water main and carried water
down, %ith the result that to-day Norseman
is one of the finest goldfields in Western
Australia, a standing monument to the
courage of the Government that, after per-
ceiving the need, provided a water sup~ply
to enable the company to treat its ore. The
Big Bell Mine is dealing with a low-grade
proposition and I can assure members that
with economic treatment, efficiency in de-
velopment, and general all-round efficiency,
we can now produce gold from ore of a lower
grade than was ever thought of in 1934.
1 feel confident that in the future we shall
produce from still lower grade ore and con-
tinue to show the proft that are being made
to-day. Years ago we thought that the south
end of the Golden Mfile was worked out.
People were quite confident that we could
not go on, but we find to-day that although
we are down 3,700 feet, the lodes are still
as strong and big and look like carrying on
indefinitely.

Again, take the conditions existing on the
Golden Mile. Mr. Munsie and the Labour
Government stood solidly behind the staff-
that is the inspectors and the technical ex-
perts-who at all times were anxious to
improve conditions in the mining industry
from the health point of view. It is very
well known that a few -years ago a man did
not work very long in the mining industry
before he contracted that dreaded complaint,
silicosis, or one of the other com-
plaints that eventually claim miners at an

,early age. This position to-day has been
partly overcome as the result of rigid in-
spection, but for a while it was rery hard

-to put into operation a satisfactory system
of inspection. By that I mnean that the
'companies had to he forced to realise the
,danger to the men's health and that

was lbrought About by the splendid sys-
tem o f inspection, carried out by
workmen's inspectors, Government in-
ietOnis and ventilation officers. Those

were the people that made the industry
at reasonabiy healthy one. Unfortunately,
it will never be a properly healthy occupa-
tion; I realise that. But to-day the posi-
tion in this respect in Western Australia
is fairly satisfactory. 1 have no fear of
the future. People seem to think that just
because there was an increase in the price
of gold, that was one of' the most import-
ant things in connaction with the industry.
B~ut in my opinion it is not. Ia 'fy belief
the most important factor of all is that,
due to modern methods, we can produce
from lower grade material at a profit. I.
think that is even more important than the
price of gold. In the matter of prospect-
ing, too, the Government went to the assis-
tance of the unemployed people. I believe
it was the intention of the Governnv it
when the prospecting scheme was inaugur-
ated to use every endeavour possible to
deal with the unemployment question. The
result is that to-day there are men all over-
the bush doing very good work indeed -ind
those mlen have produced a considerabin
amount of gold. The Governument rendered
further assistance by raising the scale of
remuneration from 15s to C1. That is
little enough, it is true, but if a man has
initiative or an intention to benefit him-
self, and goes into the bush, thle opportuni-
ties are there, and should he look for it
he might find something worth while. 'Not
only that, but the opportunity now exists
for a alan without much knowledge of the
business to get experience. 'Many of the
men are going into the miningl industry.
finding employment in the big mines, and
we are consequently getting them off omit
bands gradually.

A matter of considerable importance,
particularly to the workers on the Eusten
C3oldfields is the need for a regular fort-
nightly pay. T do not know why the pr--
sent custom exists. I have had inflitllel-
able argume nts put ti u w P m~ orWYf J Usti ficat ionl
but I have never been convinced. The cuLS-
tom is to pay ,wages en the Ird and the
18th of the month. In every other induis-
try employees are paid regularly on a. Fri-
day once a fortnight. T ask that this mnat-
ter be given consideration during the ses-
sion and would point out the reason. People
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on the muinimumi rate of wage on the Eas-
tern Goldfields, and having big families to
tare for, find it difficult to make ends meet.
It is commonly thought that a goldfield is

aflouarishing place. There are those who
do make quite a lot of money. But the
man with a minimumi wage and a, large
family has a struggle. Now every week-
end -on the Eastern Goldfields, and indeed
on other goldfields, cheap lines are put on
the market, and if a housewife had her
money at the week-end she could save pos-
sibly 5s. or Gs. in the pound and stock up
her home. Occasionally three week- ends
pass before the woman receives her
next housekeeping money and she has to
deal on the credit system in the dearest
market. If the matter is discussed during
the coming session, I feel sure that it will
be seen that somie change is necessary. The
mining companies put up the argument
that they would have to employ too many
paying officers, but it would only mean
two more pays a year and that would not
be a very great strain. Housing conditions
on the easterni goldflelds constitute another
important matter. People there on the
minimum rate of wage arc paying exorbi-
tant rents. They are lucky to get an old
shack, a windy shack not fit for human
habitation, for 25s. or 30s. a week. If any-
body can prove to me that that is a fair
rent to pay for an old shack on the eastern
go ldields, then I do not know what I am
talking about. The Government is to be
thanked for what has been done through
the Workers' Homes Board on the
eastern goldflelds, but I maintain that
more should be done. Wez have plenty
of land available there for the purpose.
I am sorry the Government did not launch
out on a big workers' homes programme
four years ago. If that had been done so
many people who are now paying from 25s.
to 30s. a week for a mere shack would to-
day be living in clean and comfortable cir-
cumstances. It is not too late now for some-
thing to be done in connection with housing
on the ]Eastern Goldfields, and I hope the
Government will take the necessary steps to
that end. If we cannot find some system of
providing workers' homes or other kinds of
homes, a Bill to regulate the rents charged
will have to be brought down. We cannot
allow this sort of thing to continue. If a
man is earning £ 5 a week, and has to pay
£2 a week out of it for rent, he finds him-
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self deprived of a considerable proportion
of his wages. The position on the goldfields
to-day warrants something in this direction
being done. I wish also to approach a some-
what delicate matter, namely that of roads
to the goldfields. A conference was held
recently on the question of decent roads be-
ing constructed. Those who travel on the
road from Perth to Kalgoorlie know quite
wveil that the section from Meredin east-
ward is in an awful condition. If rain has
Calico one has very little chance of getting
through on the road at all, The Eastern
Goldfields are so important to-day that we
could welt stop some of the works in the
metropolitan area, and concentrate upon the
construction of a decent road at least as far
as Kalgoorlie. Very shortly we shall be
having a month's festival there; therefore
I should like the road put into passable
order as soon as possible. I was over it
quite recently and can vouch for its being in
a bad state of repair. I presume -we shalt
have a good "chew" ovar this matter sooner
or later. I am not going to weary the House
just now with a number of amendments chat
are urgently required to existing Acts, but
I am sure that in due course they will re-
ceive consideration from bath sides of the
House. All these matters wilt be discussed
later on in the session. I now come to an
old sore. I believe this House has on several
occasions endeavoured to secure the passage
of a State Insurance Bill. It seems very
strange to me that a Bill of that nature can-
not ha got through another place. I cannot
understand what logical objection there can
be to it. If anyone can advance reasonable
trgunients to show that this is not a neces-
sary Bill, and a good Bill too, I shall be in-
clined to listen to him for a long time. I
hope the next time such a Bill is sent along
to another place we shall be able to get it
through. I trust also it wilt not be mutila-
ted beyond recognition, such as has hap-
pened to other Bills sent to the Council.
There is another item with which the Minis-
ter for Railways could very easily deal. I
refer to the men who are turned down on
the Eastern Goldfields. It is not always
easy for a turned-down man to travel at the
time when excursion rates prevail on -the
railways. They feel they should be entitled
to excursion rates at any particular time of
the year when it is possible for their wives
and families to travel, either to the coast at
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this end or to Esperance. That, however, is
a small item. I hope this request on behalf
of the turned-down men, who deserve the
very best wve can give them, will be taken
seriously into consideration by the Govern-
ment and granted. I could growl concern-
ing other matters for another hour, but I do
not think at this stage much notice would
be taken. I will, therefore, suspend
the growling for to-day. I hope all the mat-
ters to which I have referred will be seri-
ously considered. I do not think any of
them would be difficult of accomplishment,
but I assure the House they are all of an
urgent nature.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [4.2]:
I formally second the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE PREMIER (Ron. J. C. Wilicock-

Geraldton) [4.3]: I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn until

Tuesday, next at 4.30 p.m.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.4 pa.m.

legislatine Council.
Tuesday, 9th Au gust, 1938.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
ptand read pr~yers.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDENT: I desire to announce
that in accordance with the Standing Orders

I have appointed thle following memnbers to
act as temporary Chairmen of Committees
during the current session, namely, the Hon.
J. Nicholson, the Ron. V. Hamersley and
the Hon. G. Fraser.

QUESTION-BETTING, FINES.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief

Secretary: 1, Have all fines imposed by the
courts since the 1st July, 1933, in connection
with starting-price betting been paid? 2,
If not, how mniiy convicted persons have
defaulted since that date? 3, What ik the
total amnount of fines still unpaid?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1.,
No. 2, None, but in ten instances the fises
are wholly' or partly outstanding. 3, £242
2s. 6d.

QUESTION-YOUTH EMPLOYMENT.
Hon. L. B. BOLTON asked the Chief

Secretary' : 1. Sinlce tile taking over by tile
Government of the wvork, of placing youths
in emplo 'yment previously carried out by the
Boys' Employment League what were-(a)
the number of applications received; (b)
the number of youths placed in positions in
both the metropolitan area and the country:
ce) the rates of wvages paid? 2, Wbfat is,

or are, the name or names of the officer or
officers allotted to this work, and what oilier
positions, if any, do they fill?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) 5.39. (bi) 246 ill metropolitan area, 90
in the country. Of the remainder, 178
youths have not re-applied, aid presumaly
have obtained employment, leaving 25 tin.
placed. (c) Whlere an industry is covered
by alI award of the Arbitration Court, the
award rate is paid. in cases where there is
110 award, the wagres range from 10s. to 30s.
per week. For country' work the wages
range from 10s. to 30s. per wveek, plus keep.
2, Mr. J. C. A. Hodgson, an officer of the
D3epartmnent of Employment.

MOTIONS (2)-CONDOLENCE.

Die late Hon. S. WT,. Mumsi, M1.L.A.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.

H. Kitsou-West) [4.46]: I move-
That this House desires to place on record

its sincere appreciation of ii public services
rendered to the State by ihie latc Hon. S. WV.
Munsie, member for Hannus in the Lcegisla-


